


MaineDOT NEPA Public Involvement Plan 

Plan. MaineDOT will continue to incorporate virtual tools and methods to enhance public involvement as 

they become available. 

Virtual Meetings 

On-Demand virtual meetings consist of recorded videos of the types of presentations that would typically 

be given at an in-person meeting to provide project information and request public input, comments, and 

local information. The videos and any supporting information to help the public understand the project are 

loaded onto the MaineDOT website. Standard public meetings are used to disseminate information, 

provide a setting for public discussion, and get feedback from the community. 

In accordance with 23 CFR 771.lll(h)(2)(iv), MaineDOT provides the public with reasonable notice of 

virtual meetings. Notification occurs at least two weeks prior to the date of the meeting. A public 

notice is published in the official local newspaper(s) where the proposed project is located. Appendix A 

shows an example public notice format that is typically used for MaineDOT projects. Other notification 

methods may also be used, such as publication on MaineDOT's web site, direct mailings to adjacent 

landowners and Tribal officials with interest, municipal notification forums, social media, etc. 

The public notices for each project direct people to the MaineDOT Virtual Public Involvement website. 

The Virtual Public Involvement site has a video explaining the process and lists all projects with an active 

Virtual Public Meeting. For each project, it lists the timeframe, typically two weeks, that it is accepting 

comments. After that comment period, the project information can still be viewed at the Public 

Meeting Library page. https://www.maine.gov/mdot/vpi/library/ 

It is important to solicit comments from and accommodate people who may not have internet or mobile 

access. MaineDOT will request that public meeting notices provided to municipalities be posted at 

municipal buildings and/or public libraries whenever possible. Notification of virtual public involvement 

opportunities includes all contact information (mail, email, and phone number) of the Project Manager. 

This allows those without internet and mobile access to contact the project manager via multiple methods 

to learn about the project. The Project Manager can provide additional contact information for 

Environmental Office staff who can address environmental and NEPA-related comments, concerns, or 

questions. 

Virtual Information sharing and comment solicitation 

MaineDOT is exploring and using other technologies and web-based platforms for information sharing and 

public comment. These are described further in the MaineDOT Public lnvo/ve111enl in Transportation 

Decision-making and are used to complement virtual meetings as needed. 

C. In-person Public Involvement

Public Meetings have historically been the most common public meeting format type used in Maine.

Standard public meetings are used to disseminate information, provide a setting for public discussion, and

get feedback from the community. Standard public meetings provide an opportunity for agencies and the

public to interact, in addition to allowing MaineDOT and FHWA to gather community comments, local

knowledge and information for incorporation into the public record. The need to have a court reporter

present should be considered.

Open Houses and Forums provide an informal setting in which people receive information about a plan or

a project. Unlike a standard public meeting, there are no formal discussions or presentations. Instead, the

community receives information through a variety of media, including written products, exhibits, and open

dialogue with attendees. All attendees are encouraged to give opinions, comments, and preferences to
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